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In giving birth you retained your virginity, and in dormition you 
did not forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were translated 

unto life, being the Mother of Life. And thus by virtue of your 
intercessions you deliver our souls from death.
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Fr. Panayiotis’ Message August 2018

Is there such a thing as Orthodox Culture?

The answer to the question of the existence of Orthodox Culture is 
not only a strong affirmative one, but also historically rooted in the 
formation of the Early Christian community. 
So, what is, then, Orthodox Culture and where does it come from? 
How was it established and what effect has it had on people over 
the centuries?
Clearly, Christianity has it's roots in first century Judaism. The 
early Christians were Jews who recognized their Messiah in the 
person of Jesus Christ. They continued to practice their Judaic 
traditions until the Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.
After the destruction of the Temple and their expulsion from the 
Jewish synagogues (around the years 95-98 AD) on account of 

their influence on the rest of the members of the synagogue - converting them to the crucified 
and risen Jesus Christ - these early Jewish Christians had to develop their own practices apart 
from the rest of the Jews. Hence, we see the beginning of a new culture, rooted in Judaism 
(various traditions and practices, especially the Ten Commandments), but further informed and 
shaped by the "Good News" of the Messiah who had revealed salvation in a new way, elevating 
those who would follow His teaching to new heights of spiritual existence. Christians were asked 
to live under a new commandment; to love God with all their heart and mind, to love one 
another, to even love their enemies, to acquire purity of heart through meekness, control of their 
lusts and vices and a complete trust and surrender to God's mercy and loving care. New culture 
was being created based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Baptism in the name of the "Father, Son and Holy Spirit" was now the door into this new 
illumination and life. Regularly partaking of the Gifts, which the Lord Jesus Christ left them 
through His words at the Last Supper, His Body and Blood, becomes now the center of their 
gatherings (the Eucharist), where the sacrifice is now bloodless, since the Lamb of God was 
sacrificed once and for all. People approached the Holy Eucharist as the antidote to death and 
the door to eternal life. The expectation of eternal life, a better existence beyond the sufferings of 
the present one provided hope then and continues to do so for those who realize how transient 
and fleeting this world is. The spiritual power provided by surrendering to Christ as the Savior 
provides the ability to transcend the difficulties of this life.
The central event of Christianity becomes now the new Passover - Pascha, the Resurrection of 
the Lord. Forty days of fasting and self-denial are established as the path to the Passion of the 
Lord, a return to the Garden of Eden, a new ascend to the top of Mount Sinai, where God is now 
fully revealed in the person of the Risen Lord, shining His Light in the World. Like the ascend of 
Moses of old, the primary goal of this Lenten period is for the human passions to be reigned in, 
for the Christian to gain control over his/her sinful urges and manage to offer himself to God 
purified from desires and sins through fasting, confession, prayer and almsgiving so that he may 
encounter the Lord on the summit. The encounter transforms the person, lifts him/her up for the 
worldly to the heavenly. It provides, joy, hope and love beyond human understanding.



The ancient Psalms continued to be used to sing glory to God, but new prayers and hymns 
were also developed to express the new truths, which Christ had revealed. New music was now 
added to the hymns to make Christian gatherings beautiful to the ear. Incense, just as in the old 
Jewish worship, was also used to bring fragrance to the space through the sense of smell, 
signifying also the prayers of the faithful rising up to God. The daily worship cycle continued to 
begin at sunset, but the Sabbath was now moved to reflect the centrality of the Resurrection to 
the "first day of the week", the new Sabbath, which was now renamed as "the Lord's Day", the 
Day of the New Creation. The worship cycle of the year also moved on from the ancient Jewish 
feasts (which were now seen as prefigurations of the events of Christ’s life) to reflect the New 
Revelation of the life, teachings and miracles of the Messiah - everything always centered on 
the Primary Event, the Resurrection and transformation of humanity in Christ. 
As people died in the persecutions, they were declared martyrs, witnesses to the new way of 
life of the Kingdom of God which is already present in us. The days of their martyrdom became 
signposts of salvation, birthdays into the Kingdom of God, and were placed on the calendar. 
People visited their tombs and remembered their lives and sacrifice drawing their witness for 
strength and courage to fight the good fight. The culture of the veneration of the martyrs and 
saints was established.
Beautiful paintings depicting the life and miracles of Jesus were introduced to beautify the 
worship space, but also as teaching tools for those who could not read the Holy Scriptures. The 
culture of the veneration of the Holy Icons was established.
Christians remembered the words of the Lord to the Samaritan woman that God is Spirit and 
can be worshipped everywhere. Hence, beautiful buildings (Ναοί - Temples) began to appear 
everywhere as replacements of the Jewish Temple. These buildings were dedicated and 
consecrated following the ancient Jewish practice as found in the Old Testament and a culture 
of sanctification of the places of Christian worship was established. The relics of the martyrs 
were placed in the holy altars to continually remind Christians that the Church, founded on 
Christ was being nourished and strengthened by the witness of those who loved Him much and 
sacrificed their earthly lives so that they may become partakers of the Divine Life.
Controversies with regard to the expression of the Faith arose. This gave the leaders of the 
Church the opportunity to develop a process of dealing with conflicts. The culture of the Local 
as well as the Ecumenical Councils was formed. Tremendous theological treatises were written. 
The Faith was being slowly further clarified as the Holy Fathers, inspired by their faith in the 
Risen Lord and the power of the Holy Spirit dealt with both theological as well as disciplinary 
issues. The Creed of Faith was formulated, the books of the New Testament were sorted out, 
the Holy Canons, dealing with governance and moral behaviors, were established. 
During the fourth and fifth centuries (after its liberation from persecutions) Christianity became a 
significant force, which slowly transformed the cruel and lustful Greco-Roman society to a 
gentler, more peace-loving culture than any previous one in the history of humanity. The 
teachings of Christ about human behavior, as found in the Holy Scriptures of the New 
Revelation (the New Testament), were slowly implemented as laws by the new Christian Roman 
Empire. This Empire (known today as the Byzantine Empire) lasted for over a thousand years, 
providing in its embrace the experience of the Kingdom of God on 
earth within the culture and traditions of the Orthodox Church. It is 
this same culture that we have inherited. It is this same culture that 
can transform us today, as well, if we enter and embrace it.



3431 Trickum Road
Marietta, GA 30066
Tel. 770-924-8080,  Fax  770-924-3030
Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D., Protopresbyter

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

August 2018
August 1, Wednesday, Blessing of the Water 11:00 am.
Beginning of the Fast of August. Oil and wine is allowed only on Saturdays and Sundays. Fish is 

allowed on August 6 for the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Savior. 
Wednesday Evening: Service of Supplication to the Theotokos 6:00 pm

August 2 and 3, Thursday-Friday, Evening: Service of Supplication to the Theotokos 6:00 pm

August 4, Saturday Evening: Great Vespers 5:00 pm
August 5, Sunday. Tenth Sunday of Matthew. Fore-feast of the Transfiguration.

Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.
Evening: Great Vespers begins at 6:00 pm - the Transfiguration of the Savior
Reception to follow the Great Vespers in our Parish Hall. Parish Feast-Day.

August 6, Monday. The Transfiguration of the Savior. Parish Feast-Day.
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am, followed by coffee and social time in our church 

hall - Today we eat fish.
August 6-10, Monday-Friday. Evening: Service of Supplication to the Theotokos 6:00 pm
August 11, Saturday.  Great Vespers 5:00 pm

August 12, Sunday. Eleventh Sunday of Matthew. Forefeast of Dormition of the Theotokos
Orthros 8:30 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Sunday Evening: Service of Supplication to the Theotokos 5:00 pm

August 14, Tuesday. Evening: Great Vespers, Dormition of the Theotokos 6:00 pm
August 15, Wednesday. Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos. 

Orthros 8:45 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

August 18, Saturday Evening: Great Vespers  5:00 pm

August 19, Sunday. Twelfth Sunday of Matthew.
Orthros 8:30 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

August 25, Saturday Evening: Great Vespers  5:00 pm

August 26, Sunday. Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew. Feast of St. Phanourios.
Orthros 8:30 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

August 28, Tuesday. Evening: Great Vespers 5:45 pm. Beheading of St. John the Fore-Runner

August 29, Wednesday. Remembrance of Beheading of St. John the Fore-Runner (the Baptist)
Orthros 9:00 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am. This is a day of strict fasting.



The Transfiguration of our Lord
on Mount Tabor 

Celebrated on August 6 
Hymn of the Feast 
Apolytikion of the feast 

(Grave Tone)
"You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ 
our God, showing to Your disciples, Your glory as 
much as they could bear. Do also in us, sinners 
though we may be, shine Your everlasting light, by 
the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, 
glory to You."

Commentary: 

   Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times 
not only concerning His Passion, Cross, and Death, 
but also concerning the coming persecutions and 
afflictions that they themselves would endure. Since 
all these evils were near at hand, but the enjoyment 
of good things which they hoped to receive in their 
stead was yet to come, our Savior desired to give 
them full assurance, evidently and openly, 
concerning that glory which is prepared for those 
who endure to the end. Therefore, fulfilling that 
which He had promised shortly before, that "there be some standing here which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom" (Matt. 16:28), He took His three foremost disciples 
and ascended Mount Tabor, where He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became white as the light. Suddenly, together with this dread and marvelous effulgence of 
light, there appeared those pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the Lord Jesus 
concerning His saving Passion which was about to take place. Standing before Him as reverent 
servants, they showed that He is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses came forth from 
Hades, having died many centuries before, and Elias, as it were from heaven, whither he had been 
taken up while yet alive. After a little while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and out of the cloud 
they heard that same voice which had been heard at the Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to 
the Divinity of Jesus and saying: "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased; hear ye 
Him" (Matt. 17: 5).

   Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an image and 
prefiguring of the future state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun" (Matt. 13:43). It is because of this that the Kontakion of this Feast is 
said daily (when there is not a great feast) in the Service of the Typica in perpetual commemoration of 
the glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, the Lord's Transfiguration came to 
pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days before 
the Exaltation of the Cross.
The Commentary is courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA
The Apolytikion is courtesy of Narthex Press, Northridge, CA
http://www.goarch.org/en/chapel/saints.asp?contentid=155



The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the 
Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary 

Celebrated on August 15
On August 15 we celebrate the Dormition (Falling 
Asleep) of the Most Holy Virgin Mary the Theotokos, the 
one who gave birth to our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

Hymn of the Feast  
Apolytikion of the feast 

First Tone
   In giving birth, O Theotokos, you have retained your 
virginity, and in falling asleep you have not forsaken the 
world.  You who are the Mother of Life have passed over 
into life, and by your prayers you do deliver our souls 
from death.  

Hymns from the Vespers Service 
From the Lity. Tone Plagal of the First

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. 
   Come, O gathering of those who love to keep the 
feasts, come and let us form a choir.  Come, let us 
crown the Church with songs, as the Ark of God goes 
to her rest.  For today is heaven opened wide as it 
receives the Mother of Him who cannot be contained.  
The earth, as it yields up the Source of life, is robed 
in blessing and majesty.  The hosts of angels, present 
with the fellowship of the apostles, gaze in great fear 
at her who bore the Cause of life, now that she is 
translated from life to life.  Let us all venerate and 
implore her:  Forget not, O Lady, your ties of kinship 
with those who commemorate in faith the feast of 
your all-holy Dormition. 
Now and ever and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.
   Sing, O ye people, sing ye the praises of the Mother 
of our God:  for today she delivers her soul, full of 
light, into the immaculate hands of Him who was 
made incarnate of her without seed.  And she entreats 
Him without ceasing to grant the inhabited earth 
peace and great mercy.

From the Aposticha.  Fourth Tone.
   Come, O ye people, and let us sing the praises of 
the pure and most holy Virgin, from whom the Word 
of the Father ineffably came forth incarnate.  Let us 
cry aloud and say:  Blessed are you among women 
and blessed is your womb that held Christ.  Having 
delivered your soul into His holy hands, do you, O 
most pure, entreat Him for the salvation of our souls.

From the Aposticha.
Tone Plagal of the 4th  (by Sergios of the Holy City)

   Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit,  now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
   At your departing, O Virgin Theotokos, to Him 
who was ineffably born of you, James the first 
bishop and brother of the Lord was there, and so 
was Peter, the honored leader and chief of the 
disciples, and the whole sacred fellowship of the 
apostles.  In discourses that showed forth heavenly 
things they sang the praises of the divine and 
amazing mystery of the dispensation of Christ our 
God;  and they rejoiced, O far-famed Virgin, as 
they buried your body, the origin of the Life and 
holder of God.  On high the most holy and 
venerable of the angelic powers bowed in wonder 
before this marvel, and said one to another:  ‘Open 
wide your gates and receive her who bore the 
Creator of heaven and earth.  With songs of praise 
let us glorify her precious and holy body, dwelling-
place of the Lord on whom we may not gaze.’  
Therefore we too, as we keep your feast, cry out to 
you, O far-famed Lady:  Raise up the Christian 
horn and save our souls.



Saint Kosmas Aitolos, the New Hieromartyr and Equal-to-the-Apostles (+1779) 
August 24th 

 

St. Kosmas had a burning desire to be of service to his brothers in Christ who were suffering so 
many hardships. The enslavement of many years with the subsequent degradation of life, 
ignorance, and the decline into barbarity in behaviour were the scourges of the mass of 
Christians. The reflections of St. Kosmas on this situation led him to go out to the people and 
begin a series of preaching tours. As his thoughts matured, with the permission of the fathers of 
the Monastery, around 1760 he left for Constantinople, where he received the blessing of the 
Patriarch Seraphim II. 
 
St. Kosmas began his preaching from the enslaved Capital itself. He then went to Nafpaktos, 
Mesolonghi, and other areas, returning to Constantinople in 1774. With the permission of the new 
Patriarch Sophronius II, the Saint resumed his apostolic task. He returned for a little while to 
Athos, but his love for the Church’s flock led his steps to Thessaloniki, Veria, and other parts of 
Macedonia. From there, he moved on to Acarnania and Aitolia, as far as Arta and Preveza. 

Because of the large crowds which followed him, the Saint used to preach on open plains, always 
with the permission of the local bishop and aga (local Turkish official). His words were simple, but 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  It was his custom wherever he was going to preach to tell the people to 
construct a wooden cross. He would then place a stool which he carried with him against the cross 
and preach standing upon it. The cross would remain as a reminder of his preaching.  (cont.--> ) 

Saint Kosmas the Aitolian, or Patrokosmas, as he is 
called, is a figure in both church and national history 
who in the 18th century cast his light upon the path 
which the Greeks would follow a little before the 
outbreak of the Struggle for Liberation. He was the 
son of devout parents who brought him up 
accordingly, and he came from the village of Mega 
Dendron in Aitolia. 

His aptitude for learning took him to the school run 
by the Vatopedi Monastery on the Holy Mountain, 
where he studied under teachers famed for their 
learning. When the Athonite Academy fell into 
decay, the young Kostas (his name in the world) 
went to the Philotheou Monastery. There he was 
tonsured a monk and given the name of Kosmas 
and zealously engaged in many ascetic practices. At 
the request of the fathers of the Monastery, he was 
ordained a priest.



 Saint Kosmas Aitolos, the New Hieromartyr and Equal-to-the Apostles (+1779) 
August 24th

The Saint urged the Christians to build schools so that their children could learn about the Faith 
and be well-grounded in Christian piety. He would speak to them about the services of the 
Church, explain to them the value of repentance and confession, warning them against sin and 
urging them to lead lives of goodness. 
 
As with the Apostles, St. Kosmas’ preaching was often confirmed by miraculous signs. The Saint 
was admired and even feared by many Turks, and hated by many Jews. They spread unfounded 
accusations against him and slandered him to Kurt Pasha, to whom they offered money if he 
would put St. Kosmas to death. Kurt Pasha conspired with the hodja of the village of Kolikontasi 
in Albania that a trap would be set for St. Kosmas. On the pretext that the Pasha wished to see 
him, they took the Saint to a remote spot and hung him on August 24th, 1779. His murderers 
stripped the sanctified body of the Saint, tied a stone to it, and threw it into the river. The local 
Christians looked for his corpse, but could not find it. In a miraculous manner it rose to the 
surface and was pulled out by Papa Markos, the priest of the All-Holy Theotokos of the 
Presentation Monastery, which is near Kolikontasi, and buried it at the back of the sanctuary. 
Many other miracles followed the martyr’s death of the Saint, and he was quickly established in 
the mind of the people not only as a martyr but as a true apostle.

Finding of St. Kosmas’ bodyMartyrdom of St. Kosmas by the Turks -St. Kosmas preaching to the people -



The Beheading of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist 
Celebrated on August 29 

Hymn of the Feast 
Apolytikion of the feast 

(Second Tone)
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but 
the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner; for thou 
hast proved to be truly even more venerable than the Prophets, 
since thou was granted to baptize in the running waters Him 
Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore, having contested for the 
truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good tidings even to 
those in Hades: that God hath appeared in the flesh, taking away 
the sin of the world and granting us great mercy.

Commentary: The divine Baptist, the Prophet born of a 
Prophet, the seal of all the Prophets and beginning of the 
Apostles, the mediator between the Old and New Covenants, the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, the God-sent Messenger of 
the incarnate Messiah, the forerunner of Christ’s coming into the 
world (Esaias 40: 3; Mal. 3: 1); who by many miracles was both 
conceived and born; who was filled with the Holy Spirit while yet 
in his mother’s womb; who came forth like another Elias the 
Zealot, whose life in the wilderness and divine zeal for God’s Law he imitated: this divine Prophet, after he had 
preached the baptism of repentance according to God’s command; had taught men of low rank and high how they 
must order their lives; had admonished those whom he baptized and had filled them with the fear of God, teaching 
them that no one is able to escape the wrath to come if he do not works worthy of repentance; had, through such 
preaching, prepared their hearts to receive the evangelical teachings of the Savior; and finally, after he had pointed 
out to the people the very Savior, and said, “Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (Luke 3:2-18; John 1: 29-36), after all this, John sealed with his own blood the truth of his words and was 
made a sacred victim for the divine Law at the hands of a transgressor.
   This was Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of Galilee, the son of Herod the Great. This man had a lawful wife, the 
daughter of Arethas (or Aretas), the King of Arabia (that is, Arabia Petraea, which had the famous Nabatean stone 
city of Petra as its capital. This is the Aretas mentioned by Saint Paul in II Cor. 11:32). Without any cause, and 
against every commandment of the Law, he put her away and took to himself Herodias, the wife of his deceased 
brother Philip, to whom Herodias had borne a daughter, Salome. He would not desist from this unlawful union 
even when John, the preacher of repentance, the bold and austere accuser of the lawless, censured him and told 
him, “It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife” (Mark 6: 18). Thus Herod, besides his other unholy acts, 
added yet this, that he apprehended John and shut him in prison; and perhaps he would have killed him 
straightway, had he not feared the people, who had extreme reverence for John. Certainly, in the beginning, he 
himself had great reverence for this just and holy man. But finally, being pierced with the sting of a mad lust for 
the woman Herodias, he laid his defiled hands on the teacher of purity on the very day he was celebrating his 
birthday. When Salome, Herodias’ daughter, had danced in order to please him and those who were supping with 
him, he promised her -- with an oath more foolish than any foolishness -- that he would give her anything she 
asked, even unto the half of his kingdom. And she, consulting with her mother, straightway asked for the head of 
John the Baptist in a charger. Hence this transgressor of the Law, preferring his lawless oath above the precepts of 
the Law, fulfilled this godless promise and filled his loathsome banquet with the blood of the Prophet. So it was 
that that all-venerable head, revered by the Angels, was given as a prize for an abominable dance, and became 
the plaything of the dissolute daughter of a debauched mother. As for the body of the divine Baptist, it was taken 
up by his disciples and placed in a tomb (Mark 6: 21 - 29). Concerning the finding of his holy head, see February 
24 and May 25.
  Commentary courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA
   Apolytikion courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA



THOMAS & ELIZABETH: 
MISSIONARIES TO 

GUATEMALA
Missions Presentation: Sunday, August 6 
Thomas and Elizabeth Manuel are excited to announce that they will be serving as long-term 
missionaries for the Orthodox Church in Guatemala. God willing this September, they will 
serve as teachers and witnesses to the Mayan people, encouraging  and modeling life of 
faithful Orthodox, while assisting in the development of the mission in Guatemala. They have 
been drawn to serve in Guatemala based on past experiences in the country and are 
overjoyed to have the opportunity to return and to serve. Over the past ten years there has 
been an explosion of Orthodox Christianity in Guatemala. At the moment there are over one 
hundred villages of Orthodox Christians being served by five clergy and a small team of 
missionaries. Find out more about the work being done in the Orthodox Church in 
Guatemala visit the website, www.mayanorthodoxy.com.  
MANUELAMILY@OCMC.COM  
SUPPORT AT: WWW.OCMC.ORG/MANUELFAMILY 
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Festal Worship Services
for the Transfiguration of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ

Great Vespers on Sunday, August 5th, 2018 at 6pm 

His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta will preside.
A dinner will follow the Vespers Service.

Orthros & Divine Liturgy on Monday, August 6th at 9am & 10am 
3431 Trickum Road NE, Marietta, GA 30066 

www.holytrans.org

Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church 
Marietta, Georgia



DAILY BIBLE READINGS - AUGUST

 
  
 8/1/2018 Wednesday: Hebrews 11:33-40;12:1-2  Matthew 10:16-22  

 8/2/2018 Thursday: Acts 6:8-15;7:1-5,47-60  Mark 12:1-12 

 8/3/2018 Friday:     II Corinthians 1:12-20  Matthew 22:23-33     

 8/4/2018 Saturday: Romans 15:30-33   Matthew 17:24-27;18:1-4 

 8/5/2018 Sunday: John 21:1-14    I Corinthians 4:9-16    Matthew 17:14-23 

 8/6/2018 Monday: Luke 9:28-36    II Peter 1:10-19    Matthew 17:1-9 

 8/7/2018 Tuesday: II Corinthians 2:14-17;3:1-3  Mark 9:2-9  

 8/8/2018 Wednesday: II Corinthians 3:4-11   Matthew 23:29-39 

 8/9/2018 Thursday: Acts 1:12-17, 21-26   Matthew 24:13-18 

 8/10/2018 Friday:  II Corinthians 4:13-18  Matthew 24:27-33, 42-51 

 8/11/2018 Saturday: I Corinthians 1:3-9   Matthew 19:3-12 

 8/12/2018 Sunday: John 21:14-25   I Corinthians 9:2-12    Matthew 18:23-35 

 8/13/2018 Monday: II Corinthians 5:10-15  Mark 1:9-15 

 8/14/2018 Tuesday: II Corinthians 5:15-21  Mark 1:16-22 

 8/15/2018 Wednesday: Luke 1:39-49, 56   Philippians 2:5-11    Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

 8/16/2018 Thursday: I Timothy 3:13-16;4:1-5  Luke: 9:51-57, 10:22-24, 13:22 

 8/17/2018 Friday:  II Corinthians 7:10-16  Mark 2:18-22 

 8/18/2018 Saturday: I Corinthians 1:26-31;2:1-5  Matthew 20:29-34 

 8/19/2018 Sunday: Matthew 28:16-20   I Corinthians 15:1-11   Matthew 19:16-26 

 8/20/2018 Monday: II Corinthians 8:7-15  Mark 3:6-12 

 8/21/2018 Tuesday: II Corinthians 8:16-24;9:1-5  Mark 3:13-21 

 8/22/2018 Wednesday: II Corinthians 9:12-15;10:1-7 Mark 3:20-27 

 8/23/2018 Thursday: Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

 8/24/2018 Friday:     II Corinthians 11:5-21 Mark 4:1-9 

 8/25/2018 Saturday: Titus 1:1-5;2:15;3:1-2, 12-15 

 8/26/2018 Sunday: Mark 16:1-8    I Corinthians 16:13-24   Matthew 21:33-42 

 8/27/2018 Monday: II Corinthians 12:10-19 Mark 4:10-23 

 8/28/2018 Tuesday: II Corinthians 12:20-21;13:1-2 Mark 4:24-34 

 8/29/2018 Wednesday: Matthew 14:1-13 Acts 13:25-33     Mark 6:14-30 

 8/30/2018 Thursday: Galatians 1:1-3, 20-24;2:1-5  Mark 5:1-20 

 8/31/2018 Friday:  Hebrews 9:1-7  Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28



STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Stewardship Message 
One day, a person complained to his priest that the Church and Christianity is one continual “give, give, 
give.”  To which the priest replied, “Thank you very much for the finest definition of Christianity I have 
ever heard.  You’re right, Christianity is all about a constant “give, give, give.”  God giving His only Son to 
the world to show His unconditional love.  His Son Jesus giving His life on the cross to forgive our sins and 
destroy death.  Then our Lord’s disciples giving all they had to make sure God’s Good News of love was 
preached to all people everywhere.  They not only gave away their homes and businesses, but even gave up 
their lives as martyrs in gratitude to God!

In 2018, we have received 338 pledges.  Thank you to the families who have submitted their 2018 
Membership/Stewardship Pledge.  

Our 2018 Membership/Stewardship goal is to receive 400 Membership/Stewardship Pledges. We have a 
long way to go to reach this goal and need everyone’s support. We are currently 62 pledges behind our 2018 
goal. Please turn in your 2018 Pledge card as soon as possible.  

It is offering our blessings 
back to God that He will be 
able to continue His forgiving, 
healing, liberating, empowering, 
transfiguring, loving ministry 
through the Church.  For God, 
Infinite though He is, has 
chosen to work through us, 
through our gifts, to continue 
His saving work in the world 
today.

  Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris


Have you submitted your 
Stewardship Form? If not, 
please do so today.



The Necessity of 
Stewardship


Our Parish depends on the 
Stewardship of its members. 
Our Parish is funded by us. 


Let us offer to our Parish 
from the Gifts of God to us. 
Let us offer in proportion of 
His Gifts to us. Let us bring 
our offering with a joyful 
heart.


You will be Blessed greatly if 
you support the work of our 
Parish and the work of His 
Church.


Have you submitted your 
Stewardship Form? If not, 
please do so today.

You are a Member of the Church!
Are you a Steward also?

A question always asked by our parishioners is "How can I be a member of the Parish? I am already an 
Orthodox Christian. Isn't that enough?

The answer to this is very simple: All people baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the Orthodox 
Church are automatically members of the Church, but it takes a little more to be "members in good 
standing" in the Orthodox Church and in the Parish. First, it is required that a person be married in the 
Church and live their life as an Orthodox Christian, participating in the Holy Sacraments, in order to be 
in good standing within the Orthodox Church. If one has been married outside the Orthodox Church or 
has gone through a civil divorce and has not obtained a Church divorce may not be in good standing 
with the Church. Please check with the priest of the parish in order to find out where you are.

How can one be a member of the Parish?
It takes participation in the parish by supporting the operation and ministries of the parish to be a 
member in good standing. In order to do that, you have to fill out the Membership/Stewardship Form 
and indicate on it how you are going to participate in the Parish with your Time, Talents and Treasure. 
When you join the Parish in this way you make a Pledge to God that you will support the work of the 
Church with the gifts He has given you so that the Gospel may be preached and people may be saved 
through the ministries of the Church. Please join us at Holy Transfiguration and serve God with us!

WHAT	IS	THE	PRIMARY	PURPOSE	OF	THE	PARISH’S	STEWARDSHIP	
MINISTRY?	

Most	of	the	parishioners	seem	to	think	that	the	primary	purpose	of	
the	Stewardship	Ministry	is	to	collect	money	for	the	opera7on	of	
the	parish.	However	that	is	not	what	Stewardship	is	about	–	the	
collec7on	of	funds	is	a	secondary	purpose	of	stewardship.		

Stewardship	is	about	our	rela7onship	with	God	and	our	desire	to	
connect	with	Him.	It	is	about	our	Love	for	God	and	His	work	of	
Salva7on.	It	is	about	our	salva7on	and	the	salva7on	others.		

Stewardship	is	also	about	our	sharing	of	what	God	has	given	us	to	
spread	the	Gospel	and	help	others	to	come	to	Him.	We	do	this	by	
dona7ng	our	7me	and	talents	to	serve	His	Church,	but	we	also	
donate	money	to	support	the	ministries	of	the	Church	for	the	
salva7on	of	all.		Our	Stewardship	enables	the	Local	as	well	as	the	
Universal	Church	to	do	the	work	of	salva7on.

"Your own gifts,  
of Your own,  

we offer unto You."



MEMBERSHIP/STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 
FOR 2018

THANK YOU TO THE FAITHFUL STEWARDS WHO HAVE 
SUBMITTED PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2018!

(If you have not yet returned your pledge card for 2018, please 
do so; your personal commitment of time, talent and treasure 

is so important, and so appreciated.)

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Agne 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Alberts 
Mr. Panayiotis Antoniades 
Ms. Toula Argentis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Asimakos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Asprakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Azimzadeh 
Ms. Eleni Bafas 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bafas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Bakatsas 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Baleno 
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Bane 
Mr. & Mrs. William Barber 
Mr. & Mrs. Grigoriy Barsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Basto 
Mr. & Mrs. Danut Batin 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Bell 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bethune 
Mr. Mark Bigelow 
Mrs. Evelyn Bilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Bilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Bilson 
Ms. Miranda Black 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Blalock 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Blasetti 
Mrs. Betty Bliss 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bliss 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Botni 
Mr. & Mrs. George Boudouris 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Bourgeois 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Bourgeois 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bournias 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bourquin 
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Bradford 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bridgers 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Brown 
Fr. & Mrs. John Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Olen Bruce 
Ms. Anne Bruno 
Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Buchan 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bundros 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Burke 
Ms. Melina Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Bylos 
Mr. Cosmon Bylos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Cacavias 
Mr. & Mrs. George Caras 
Ms. Katerina Caravas 
Ms. Naomi Cardoso 
Ms. Helen A. Carlos 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Carlos 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Castro 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Catrakilis

Ms. Anna Ceisel 
Ms. Maria Ceisel 
Ms. Mary Chiotellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Christopher 
Mr. & Mrs. Grigorios  
 Chryssopoulos 
Mrs. Eleni Clement 
Mr. Charles Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Comsudes 
Ms. Elizabeth Cook 
Mrs. Cherie Cookorinis-O’Connell 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Copses 
Ms. Athena Costarides 
Ms. Cathy Costarides 
Ms. Margaret Csonka 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Cunane 
Dr. Despina Dalton 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Davis 
Ms. Judith Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Demakis 
Ms. Eleni Dodys 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Doulgerakis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Doulgerakis 
Mrs. Marty Driscoll 
Mr. & Mrs. Cedric Dunkerly 
Ms. Katina Dunkerly 
Ms. Diana Dusa 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Duvlaris 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Dvorak 
Mr. & Mrs. John Dymond 
Ms. Marilyn Eleftheriou 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Elias 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Farrey 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Foster 
Ms. Karen Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Frangis 
Mrs. Maria Frangis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Franji 
Mr. & Mrs. Stratton Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Frazier 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Gavalas 
Mr. Michael Gavalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Gavalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Gavalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Georgacopoulos 
Mr. Philip George 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gess 
Ms. Stephanie Gianaris 
Ms. Martha Gingles 
Mr. Luke Gledhill 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gormanos 
Mr. & Mrs. Tanyo Gospodinov 
Miss Kayla Graham 
Miss Anca Guvir 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hammond

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Hansard 
Mr. & Mrs. George Haritatos 
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Harrah 
Mr. Patrick Hartnett  
Mrs. Ann Hayes 
Mrs. Rosemary Hendrix 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hendrix 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Herbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hondras 
Ms. Diana Honey  
Mr. Troy Horton 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Houstoulakis 
Mr. Steve Houvardas 
Ms. Sheila Howington 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hutt 
Mrs. Tina Isaac 
Ms. Kim Ivanoff 
Miss Katie Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Jacobs 
Mr. Paul Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Jansma 
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Johansen 
Mr. Kurk Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Radostin Jordanov 
Ms. Angoleta Kalouris 
Mr. & Mrs. Ioannis Kapsalis 
Dr. & Mrs. George Kargas 
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Kargas 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kay 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kipreos 
Mrs. Irene Kipreos 
Mr. & Mrs. Manolis Kipreos 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kipreos 
Mr. Steve Kipreos 
Mr. Phil Kiritsy 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Klementzos 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Knuchel 
Mr. & Mrs. Lazaros Kochilas 
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Kollias 
Mr. & Mrs. Zack Kollias 
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Konstantinos 
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos 
 Konstantinidis 
Mrs. Athena Kontrafouris 
Mr. Jim Kontrakouris 
Dr. Michael Kostas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kostulakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kourafas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Koutouzis 
Mrs. Leah Koutsoukalis 
Mr. & Mrs. Ioannis Ladas 
Ms. Christine Lavey 
Mr. Blake Lawson 
Mrs. Elyse Lawson 
Ms. Anna Lerios 
Ms. Maria Levantis 
Mr. & Mrs. Stamatis Levantis



MEMBERSHIP/STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 
FOR 2018

THANK YOU TO THE FAITHFUL STEWARDS WHO HAVE 
SUBMITTED PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2018!

(If you have not yet returned your pledge card for 2018, please 
do so; your personal commitment of time, talent and treasure 

is so important, and so appreciated.)

Mr. & Mrs. Smith Levenson 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Lilly 
Mr. & Mrs. David Linebaugh 
Miss Maria Linebaugh  
Miss Sophia Linebaugh 
Mr. Drew Logothetis 
Mr. & Mrs. Elton Longshore 
Mr. & Mrs. George Lopos 
Mr. & Mrs. David Lukens 
Fr. Paul Lundberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios  
 Lymberopoulos  
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Macris 
Mrs. Eftichia Macris 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Mallie 
Ms. Andrea Mancil 
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Maniatis  
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Marianos 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Maridakis 
Mr. Bobis Markatos 
Ms. Klio Markatos-Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Markley  
Mrs. Xanthippe Marsico 
Miss Alexandra Matthews 
Mr. George Matthews 
Mr. & Mrs. Filipos Mavromatidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mavromatidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mayk 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis McAteer 
Mr. & Mrs. John McCarty 
Mrs. Sophia McClurd 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn McCollum 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McLean 
Mr. & Mrs. John McQueary 
Mr. Andrew Melissas 
Dr. & Mrs. Adam Mellis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mermigkas 
Mr. & Mrs. Panayiotis Michael 
Ms. Ioanna Michaels 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Miltiades 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Miltiades 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Miltiades 
Mrs. Athena Missen 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Modenos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Moraitakis 
Ms. Patricia Morris 
Ms. Demetra Moshonas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Moustoukas 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Moustoukas 
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Musto 
Mr. & Mrs. George Nakos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Nasr 
Mr. & Mrs. Costa Neocleous 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Niarchos 
Miss Maria Niarchos  
Miss Sofia Niarchos 
Mr. Iancu Nica 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Nicholaou 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Nicholas

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Nichols 
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Nicolopoulos 
Ms. Eleni Nikolas 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael O’Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Opdyke  
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Pallas 
Fr. & Mrs. George Pallas 
Mr. Tasi Pallas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolai Panov 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Pantelis 
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantine    
 Papadimitriou 
Mr. & Mrs. Aristotle Papadopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Papadopoulos 
Miss Olympia Papageorgiou 
Fr. & Mrs. Panayiotis  Papageorgiou 
Mr. Stratis Papageorgiou 
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Papastrat 
Dr. Maria Paradisis 
Mr. & Mrs. Casey Pater 
Mr. & Mrs. Panayiotis Patrikakis 
Mr. Alex Paulson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Paulson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Paulson 
Mr. & Mrs. Keath Paxten 
Mr. & Mrs. George Pentzakis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Peppas 
Ms. Soteria Perry 
Mr. & Mrs. William Pettas 
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Pittman 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Poradzisz 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Porter 
Mrs. Poly Potter 
Ms. Maria Poulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Francesco Quinterno 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Reale 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Reid 
Dr. & Mrs. Lambros Rigas 
Mr. & Mrs. David Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Rogers  
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Rury 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Sampanes 
Miss Christina Sarmir 
Mr & Mrs. Jay Sarmir 
Miss Alexa Sarmir 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Sarris 
Mr. & Mrs. George Sarris 
Mr. & Mrs. Bojidar Savov 
Mr. & Mrs. Gheorghe Schipor 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Schumacher 
Mrs. Andigone Seraphim 
Mr. Mike Serkedakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Vasileios Sfyris 
Mr. & Mrs. David Shelby 
Mr. & Mrs. Taka Shoji 
Mr. Costas Simoglou 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Skarpelis 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sklikas 
Mr. & Mrs. Manning Smith 
Ms. Marcy Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Alton Sotir-Simms 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Soulios 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Spanos 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Sprouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Starks  
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Steffas 
Mrs. Mary Stiakakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Strakes  
Mrs. Connie Stratigos 
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Strauch 
Mr. & Mrs. Stoyan Sugarliev 
Mr. & Mrs. John Szwast 
Mr. & Mrs. Zacharias  Taoushiani 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Tassopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Ovidiu Teodorescu  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Thorne 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Tidwell 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Tiller, Jr. 
Ms. Maria Tingas 
Mr. Steve Tingas 
Mr. Athan Tsarouhas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Tsoukalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Turner  
Mr. George Tzortzinakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Vachtsevanos 
Drs. George & Athena  
Vachtsevanos 
Mr. & Mrs. Stavros Vacratsas 
Ms. Becky Valagohar 
Mr. & Mrs. Plutarch Vamvakias 
Mr. Gregory Vassilious 
Mr. & Mrs. Luigi Vattelana 
Ms. Maria Vatzakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Vatzakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodoros Vatzakas 
Mr. & Mrs. Vaios Vlachos 
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Vlahiotis 
Dr. Phillip Vodas 
Mr. Tim Voulopos 
Mr. Julian Wade 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Waggoner 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Westmoreland 
Mr. Benjamin Whitener 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Whiteside 
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Worden 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Xanthakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Yiannovits 
Ms. Elefteria (Rita) Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Zakreski 
Mr. & Mrs. Marco Zavala 
Mrs. Angela Ziros 
Ms. Eleftheria Zoheir 

Total:  338



ANNOUNCEMENTS

All	Ministry	Leaders:			

Our	next	Council	of	Ministries	mee7ng	will	be	on	Tuesday,	August	21st	at	6:30	pm	in	the	Parish	Hall.		Be	
sure	to	bring	a	second	ministry	member	with	you	to	the	mee7ng.		This	person	should	be	someone	who	
will	be	able	to	take	over	the	ministry	responsibility	aOer	your	term	is	up.	

A	light	meal	will	be	served.

	

AHEPA Marietta Chapter #519 News & Notes—December 2017 

"As Iron Sharpens Iron, One Man Sharpens Another" (Proverbs 27:17)

Upcoming Events -- Block your Calendar

Upcoming Events - BLOCK YOUR CALENDARS 
* August 18               Adopt a Highway 
* August 26               Holy Transfiguration Homecoming Picnic
* September 20         Chapter Meeting - Kick Off Dinner 
* September 27-30    Atlanta Greek Festival
* October 7                Pancake Breakfast #1
* October 13              Adopt a Highway

Your Board has been very busy planning a jam-packed event calendar. Please come to any and all that 
you are able to attend. We understand that everyone is busy and that you have numerous choices on 
how to spend your free time. If you believe in the AHEPA ideals, and want to associate with like-
minded Christian men, please join us and attend when you can. 

For those of you who are not members of AHEPA, consider joining our Chapter, it is just $75 per year.  
If you still have questions about our Chapter or are interested in becoming a member of this great 
organization.  Please feel free to contact any of the Board members below. 

Keath Paxten, Zack Kollias, Ron Sprouse and Jim Burke 

Congratulations to Elton and Mary Longshore on celebrating their 69th wedding anniversary! 
We Miss You!!



Welcome to the 2018/2019 Catechism School Year! 

 

We are excited to greet this year’s batch of students who are eager to learn about their faith and grow 
their relationship with God.  Our entire staff is returning this year, so you should recognize the names of 
our incredibly loving and devoted teachers: 

• PreK:  Maria Tingas, Christina Sarmir, Tina Isaac 
• Kindergarten:  Mary Miltiades, Annette Jacobs 
• 1st/2nd Grades:  Jenny Basis, Jennie Miltiades 
• 3rd/4th Grades:   Stacey Levantis, Vaios Vlachos 
• 5th/6th Grades:  Cedric Dunkerly, Matushka (Presbytera) Patty Brown 
• 7th/8th Grades:  Tim Voulopos, David Lukens 
• 9th - 12 Grades:  Tim Tassopoulos, Leslie Hansard 
• Director:  David Linebaugh 
• Assistant Director:  Deb Buchan 

Classes start immediately after Holy Communion and finish around 12:10 p.m.  In order to keep a quiet 
and focused classroom environment for the entire length of class, we ask for parents’ cooperation as 
follows:   

• For PreK, K, and 1st/2nd grades, parents should come to the classrooms to pick up your children.  
Please keep the hallway conversations at a low volume to respect the ongoing classes.  

• For the older grades, we respectfully ask parents to wait either in the downstairs lobby or even 
better, please enjoy meeting people at coffee hour until your student comes up to find you 
there.   

Classes are located downstairs in the classrooms.  Same layout as last year.  Names are by the doors. 

PreK students must be 3 by Sept 1st of this year.  Kindergarten must be 5 by Sept 1st of this year. 

Important calendar dates: 

• Sunday August 12th – Youth ministries registration during coffee hour 

• Sunday August 19th – Youth ministries registration during coffee hour 

• Sunday August 26th – Catechism Agiasmos (blessing of the water) at the end of Liturgy for all 

Catechism teachers and students, who will then go to the classrooms for a brief introductory 

class. 

• Sunday September 2nd – No classes, Labor Day weekend 

• Sunday September 9th – First full day of classes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are Invited to Join us for Our 

Annual  
Homecoming Picnic  
and Ministry Kick-off 

 

 
Sunday, August 26th, 2018 
immediately following the 

Divine Liturgy 
 

 

BBQ with all the fixings! 
 
 

Ministry info and sign-ups! 
 
 

 COME SEE OLD FRIENDS… 

AND MEET NEW ONES !!! 
 
 

Rain or Shine in the Parish Hall 
 

Holy Transfiguration – 3431 Trickum Road, Marietta, GA 30066 



Hellenic Dance

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

Greek	Dance	Workshop:	

Strongly	recommended	for	middle	school	and	high	school	Greek	FesLval	dancers	and	all	instructors.		Required	for	HDF	
instructors	and	dancers.		Open	to	all.	

Saturday,	August	18	,	2018,	8:30	a.m.-5:30	p.m.,	in	the	Olympic	Gym	-	with	Master	Instructors	Christos	Papakostas,	Professor	
of	Anthropology	and	Ethnology	at	the	University	of	Athens,	and	Theoharis	Xirouhakis,	owner	of	“Soul	of	Crete”	Greek	Folk	
Dance	School	in	Hania,	Crete.		They	will	be	joining	us	to	teach	ANYONE	INTERESTED	Greek	Folk	Dances	from	the	regions	of	
Epiros/Thessaly	and	Crete.		Marie\a	dancers	and	instructors	are	FREE	–	anyone	else,	it’s	$35	at	the	door.	

MarieUa	InternaLonal	Folk	Dance	ExhibiLon	

Strongly	recommended	for	all	dancers,	instructors,	and	dance	families.	

Saturday, September 15 , 2018 , 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. in our Amphitheater. WE NEED EVERYONE TO VOLUNTEER; this will be a big 
fundraiser for us!  Please mark your calendars now.  We will need help with set up and break down, vending drinks, dancers, and 
hosts for the other groups that are coming.  Help make this event a success.  More information will be coming soon.  Anyone who 
would like to offer assistance, please contact us at mariettahellenicdance@gmail.com.  

DON’T	FORGET	

Homecoming	Picnic:	

Sunday,	August	26,	2018,	12	p.m.		Be	sure	to	come	by	the	Hellenic	Dance	Ministry	table	to	register	your	children	for	Hellenic	
Dance	and	to	give	all	of	your	updated	contact	informa7on	for	the	year.	

CommunicaLons:	

Please	let	us	know	if	you	would	like	to	be	added	to	the	Hellenic	Dance	email	list	to	receive	communica7ons	about	all	things	
related	to	dance	for	the	coming	year.		marie\ahellenicdance@gmail.com	

DONATION	OPPORTUNITIES	
Agios	Nicholas	List	  
If	you	would	like	to	donate	something	to	the	Hellenic	Dance	program	and	help	us	prepare	for	the	Fes7val	at	the	same	7me,	
we	have	a	great	opportunity	for	you!	The	Hellenic	Dance	Ministry	has	started	a	“wishlist”	of	music	CDs	that	we	need	to	add	to	
to	our	library	for	our	fes7val	performances.	You	can	view	the	“wishlist”	at	h\p://www.greekmusic.com/WishlistSearch.asp?
opt=search	or	go	to	the	www.greekmusic.com	website,	click	on	“find	a	wishlist,”	and	type	“Paulina	Vastakis”	as	the	list’s	
name.	

Donate	used	dance	shoes	

If	you	or	your	child	has	used	dance	shoes,	please	don’t	forget	that	you	can	donate	them	to	the	program.		Paulina	Vastakis	can	
take	your	gently	used	dance	shoes	at	church	any	Sunday!		

mailto:mariettahellenicdance@gmail.com
mailto:mariettahellenicdance@gmail.com
http://www.greekmusic.com/WishlistSearch.asp?opt=search
http://www.greekmusic.com/WishlistSearch.asp?opt=search
http://www.greekmusic.com
mailto:mariettahellenicdance@gmail.com
mailto:mariettahellenicdance@gmail.com
http://www.greekmusic.com/WishlistSearch.asp?opt=search
http://www.greekmusic.com/WishlistSearch.asp?opt=search
http://www.greekmusic.com


Hellenic Studies

We will continue to offer youth, adult and Biblical Greek 
courses as well as our new Ellinomatheia (advanced 
Greek Language) course.

• CLASSES START Monday, August 13 
• NOW TWICE A WEEK 
• Mondays and Wednesdays 

5:30pm to 7:00pm

Please contact us at hellenicstudiesmarietta@gmail.com

HELLENIC STUDIES 
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
REGISTRATION HAS STARTED

• if you’re a returning student or parent and plan to attend again 
this year 

• if you are new to the program this year 
• if you have any questions about the program

Please send us an email message if you have not yet received 
registration information. 



 
 

HTGOC FOOD PANTRY  

DISTRIBUTION DATES FOR  

Remainder of 2018   5:30 – 6:30 PM 

 
August 21 

 
September 25 

 
October 16 

 
November 20 

 
December 18 

 

2019 ~ Happy New Year!  
 

January 22 
 

February 19 
 

March 19 
 

April 16 
 

May 22 
 

June 18 



July Philoptochos Newsletter

The	Philoptochos	Panagia	Chapter	would	like	to	welcome	everyone	back	from	summer	travels	and	vacation	with	the	
Welcome	Back	Luncheon	on	Sunday,	August	19	immediately	following	the	Divine	Liturgy	in	the	Atrium.			Come	and	
find	out	about	the	new	play	Ellen	Linebaugh	is	organizing	for	our	Fall	Fundraiser	on	October	20th.		Last	year’s	Death	by	
Dessert	was	a	fun	and	exciting	evening.		Find	out	about	the	2018	Mystery	Dinner	Theater!			

We	are	starting	the	month	of	August	with	95	members.		We	have	spent	$212.46	for	social	services	in	July.	

On	Wednesday,	July	25,	our	Goyans	stuffed	the	backpacks	with	school	supplies.		They	completed	29	backpacks,	16	for	
second	grade	students	at	Park	Street	Elementary	school	and	13	for	sixth	graders	at	Marietta	Sixth	Grade	Academy,	
both	part	of	the	Marietta	City	School	System.		Thank	you	to	our	16	Goyans	who	worked	so	diligently	and	to	our	parish	
for	contributing	so	generously.

Our	Visitation	Committee	requests	that	if	you	are	aware	of	anyone	in	our	parish	who	may	need	a	visit,	a	card	or	a	
phone	call,	please	contact	Niki	Gess	at	n.gess@concast.net	or	call	770.973.9673.	

On	Thursday	July	26	we	serve	a	hot	meal	of	Greek	chicken,	rice,	salad	to	81	people	at	Must	Ministries.		Thank	you	to	
Mary	Ellen	Knuchel,	Dorothy	Botni,	Kim	Moustoukas,	Thea	Blalock,	Annette	Jacobs,	Elaine	Paulson,	Pat	Koutouzis,	
Dorothy	Macris,	Athena	Burke	and	Michael	Gavalas	who	helped	prepare	the	food,	and	serve	the	meals.		If	you	would	
like	to	participate	with	the	Soup	Kitchen,	please	contact	Athena	Burke	at	ibgreek@bellsouth.net.

mailto:n.gess@concast.net
mailto:ibgreek@bellsouth.net
mailto:n.gess@concast.net
mailto:ibgreek@bellsouth.net


Hosted by Philoptochos

Sunday, August 19 
Fol lowing Div ine Liturgy

Enjoy a delicious lunch for only $10!
Pastichio, Salad, Bread, Dessert & Drink

Speaker: Matthew Pieper, Executive 
Director of  Open Hand.

Not a member of Phi loptochos?
No Problem! 

Everyone i s invited to the 
luncheon! 

2018 Fall Fund Raiser Kick-Off



NEWS YOU CAN USE!

	 How	Lme	flies!!		It	seems	like	yesterday	everyone	was	happy	to	see	
summerLme.			Many	of	our	seniors	were	proud	to	see	our	grandchildren	
graduaLng,	with	many	of	them	looking	forward	to	aUending	college	in	the	
fall.		Well,	fall	is	just	around	the	corner,	and	we	reminisce	about	when	we	
were	young,	when	we	graduated,	when	we	were	married...what	and	why	we	
chose	the	profession	we	did.	

	 Our	next	get	together	will	be	a	“jam	session”.		We	are	asking	everyone	
to	share	his	or	her	memories	when	they	were	young.	Remember,	a	day	
without	laughter	is	a	day	wasted.		More	to	follow	on	this	subject.	

								Our	board	had	a	short	emergency	meeLng	in	July	for	the	purpose	of	
deciding	what	our	fundraiser	will	be	for	the	rest	of	this	year.		We	decided	
that	raffling	baskets	would	be	the	best	approach	for	seniors.		Beginning	in	
mid-August,	we	will	start	selling	raffle	Lckets	each	Sunday	acer	church.		The	
drawings	will	be	held	at	our	Christmas	Party	to	be	held	on	Sunday,	December	
2nd.	

								We	have	decided	that	the	proceeds	from	the	raffle	will	help	us	take	two	
short	trips.	One	will	be	to	Tarpon	Springs	in	early	January	2019.		The	other	
trip	will	be	a	surprise	which	we	will	announce	when	we	get	the	details	
finalized.	

								Our	last	get	together	was	fun	but	disappoinLng	because	turnout	was	
low.		We	should	support	all	the	ministries	in	our	church.		All	of	us	work	so	
hard	to	please.		We	thank	those	members	that	were	able	to	aUend,	and	
please	know	that	we	appreciate	all	our	members.		Please	stay	with	us.		We	
hope	to	make	the	rest	of	the	year	to	your	liking!		HAVE	FUN!!!	
								
	 In	Christ’s	Name,	

	 Connie	StraLgos		







Exploring the Richness of the Christian Faith
Can the Early Christian Church Enrich Contemporary Christians?

Presented by The School of Christian Spiritual Formation

FRI, SEP 21  7 PM - 9 PM
SAT, SEP 22  9 AM - 4:30 PM 

SUN, SEP 23  1 PM - 5 PM

Continental Breakfast and 
Lunch served on Saturday!

PLACE

Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church
3431 Trickum Road, NE
Marietta, Georgia 30066
770-924-8080
www.holytransfiguration.info

Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
SchoolofChristianSpiritualFormation/

What is Christian spirituality? How has it 
changed over the centuries? Who first defined 
Christian spirituality? How does Orthodox 
Christian understanding of spirituality differ from 
Catholic and Protestant understanding? How 
can the ancient Christian church and the Holy 
Fathers and Mothers inform and inspire our 
Christian spirituality today? 

This third annual conference, Can the Early 
Christian Church Enrich Contemporary 
Christians?, examines these questions and 
offers practical suggestions for enhancing your 
Christian spirituality toward a more fulfilling life 
in Christ.

Come hear three prominent theologians and 
spiritual directors, representing the Protestant, 
Catholic, and Orthodox Christian perspectives. 
They bring diverse experience and much 
spiritual depth. Please join us!

$35 FOR FULL WEEKEND 
DAILY RATES: $5 FRIDAY, 
$20 SATURDAY and $10 SUNDAY

REGISTER BY AUG 31st and GET 
a $5 DISCOUNT on the FULL 
WEEKEND

REGISTER ONLINE AT 
www.holytransfiguration.info/spiritual-formation- 
conference or call Anne Willcocks at
770.924.8080

PRESENTERS

Dr. Ken Boa, Reflections Ministries, 
Atlanta (www.kenboa.org)
Dr. Robin Darling Young, Catholic Univ.,
Washington, DC
Rev. Dr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Holy 
Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church



Conference Schedule
Friday, September 21
  7:00 pm  Welcome, Opening Prayer
  7:15 pm  Synthesis of the Holy Fathers on Spiritual
           Practices, Part 1 - Ken Boa
  8:15 pm  Break
  8:30 pm  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa        
Saturday, September 22
  8:30 am  Continental Breakfast
  8:45 am  Welcome, Opening Prayer
  9:00 am  What Can the Early Christian Church
       Teach Us About Spiritual Training, Part 1 - 
       Robin Darling Young
10:00 am  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
10:30 am  Break
10:45 am  What Can the Early Christian Church
       Teach Us About Spiritual Training, Part 2 - 
       Robin Darling Young
11:45 am  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
12:15 pm  Lunch
  1:00 pm  Spiritual Practices on Mt. Athos Today - 
       Fr. Panayiotis
  2:00 pm  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
  2:30 pm  Break
  2:45 pm  Synthesis of the Holy Fathers on Spiritual
           Practices, Part 2 - Ken Boa
  3:45 pm  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
  4:15 pm  Announcements, Prepare for Vespers,
                 Closing Prayer - Fr. Panayiotis
  5:00 pm  Vespers (Optional)
Sunday, September 24
  1:00 pm  Welcome, Opening Prayer
  1:15 pm  Connecting Spirituality with Worship in the
       Ancient Christian Church - Robin Darling
       Young
  2:15 pm  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
  2:45 pm  Break
  3:00 pm  Comparing the Ancient Christian Church   
       and Contemporary Personal and Corporate
       Expressions of Worship and the Spiritual
       Life - Ken Boa
  4:00 pm  Q & A’s; Discusson - Fr. Panayiotis, 
                 Robin Darling Young, Ken Boa
  4:45 pm  Announcements, Prepare for Vespers,
                 Closing Prayer - Fr. Panayiotis
  5:00 pm  Vespers (Optional)

Dr. Kenneth Boa is a 
writer, teacher, speaker, 
and mentor working 
largely with business and 
professional people in the 
Atlanta area, throughout 
the country, and around 
the world. He is President 
of Reflections Ministries. 
His website, KenBoa.org, 
has an abundance of free 
resources. Ken holds a 
BS from Case Institute of Technology, a ThM from 
Dallas Theological Seminary, a PhD from New 
York University, and a DPhil from the University of 
Oxford in England.

The Rev. Dr. Panayiotis 
Papageorgiou was born 
on the island of Cyprus. 
He has served as a priest 
in the US and Cyprus and 
taught Orthodox Theology 
and Spirituality in Cyprus, 
Jerusalem, Canada 
and the US. Presently, 
he serves as pastor of 
Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church, in 
Marietta, Georgia. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Chemical Engineering from City College, New 
York, a Master of Science in Chemical Engineering 
from the University of Notre Dame, a Master of 
Divinity from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology, Brookline, MA and a PhD in Early 
Christian Studies from the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, DC. 

Dr. Robin Darling Young 
is Associate Professor 
of Spirituality at Catholic 
University in Washington, 
DC. She has published 
and lectured widely on 
topics in the history of 
early Christianity and 
its thought, including 
the areas of scriptural 

interpretation, the history of asceticism and 
monastic thought, and the Christian cultures of 
ancient Syria and Armenia. She holds a BA  from 
Mary Washington College, and a MA, PhD from  
the University of Chicago.
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HOLY TRANSFIGURATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
3431 TRICKUM ROAD NE 
Marietta, GA  30066-4660

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
770.924.8080, Fax - 770.924.3030 
Email: holytrans@comcast.net 
Web Page:  www.holytransfiguration.info/ 
Web Page:  www.mariettagreekfestival.org 

Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D., Protopresbyter 
Rev. Fr. George Pallas, Protopresbyter 
Rev. Fr. Paul Lundberg, Presbyter 
Rev. Fr. John Brown, Presbyter 
Anne Willcocks, Parish Administrator                
Michael Gavalas, Liturgical & Facilities Support  
Iancu Nica, Sexton         

DATE PC DUTY ACOLYTES GREETERS PROSFORO USHERS

8/5 P. Markley/S. Tingas All Teams S. Gianaris/K. Johnson C. Costarides/M. 
Driscoll/I. Dymond

P. Bilson/A. & K. Lilly/ 
A. Zakreski

8/12 M. Jacobs/J. Papastrat All Teams P. Koutouzis/M. Zavala S. Gianaris/N. 
Kakissis/E. Kay

T. Argentis/E. Nikolas/
A. Reale/C. Sprouse

8/19 E. Linebaugh/H. 
Mavromatidis

All Teams M. Alberts/S. Lukens P. Koutouzis/L. 
Lopos/I. Michaels

D. Botni/K. Johnson/
B. Reid/M. Strakes

8/26 K. Bilson/Z. Kollias All Teams
S. Linebaugh/E. 

Markley

J. Miltiades/M. 
Miltiades/M. 

Neocleous

J. & I. Dymond/S. 
Kargas/M. Zavala

St. James Altar Servers:  Captain-Gabriel Mavromatidis
Chris Bridgers, Evan Bilson, Andrew Bourgeois, Aaron Brown, Matthew Buchan, Constantine Gavalas, Alex Goldsholl, Jack 
Goldsholl, Yianni Gormanos, Gabriel Hennenfent, Kris Kollias, Nicholas Levantis, Nicholas Lukens, Jeremy Mavromatidis, 
Jacob Mavromatidis, Aubrey Moraitakis, George Moraitakis, Angelo Nichols, Matthew Paulson, Angelos Powell, Mitchell Starks, 
Niko Tiller. 

St. John Altar Servers:  Captain-Matthew Azimzadeh
Christopher Alberts, Steven Ardagna, Andrew Bass, Theo Bliss, Anthony Bundros, Christian Coleman, Carter Copses, Jay 
Copses, Mason Copses, Nick Danos, Cole Foster, Alex Gekas, Kaleb Hotnog, William Jansma, Alexander Morgan, Tommy 
O’Brien, Evan Papadopoulos, Alexander Thorne, Braden Thorne, Csaba Wagner, Romeo Wagner

St. Peter Altar Servers:  Captain-Morgan Lilly
Zach Bethune, Hal Bradford, III, Brody Brooks, Yianni Costarides, Nicholas Demakis, Manuel Frangis, Stephen Harrah, Zayne 
Isaac, Luke Melissas, Alek Nikolich, Matthew Shanahan, Evan Strakes, Michael Tsogas, Leo Tzavaras, Ted Tzavaras, Jianni 
Vacratsas, Stefano Vacratsas, Michael Vastakis, Panayiotis Vlachos.

Note:  If your son is not listed and should be, please contact Fr. Paul.

Scan to view our Website

mailto:holytrans@comcast.net
http://www.holytransfiguration.info
http://www.mariettagreekfestival.org
mailto:holytrans@comcast.net
http://www.holytransfiguration.info
http://www.mariettagreekfestival.org

